
Alaska’s Postsecondary Completion Crisis
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Lack of education & training
will prevent Alaskans from

�lling top Alaska jobs

By 2020

What’s Working: Let’s Do More:

17% higher retention rate
with Student Support Services
(comprehensive advising and
scheduled tutoring) at UAF

Reduce dropouts:
•  Promote community-wide       
awareness of key factors such 
as full-time enrollment 

•  Promote timely selection of 
a major

•  Mandate academic advising

completes a degree 
within 6 years
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*Note: Education debt-to-income ratios are derived from multiple sources and/or methodologies, as available. 
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 American Community Survey (PUMS)  Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Looking Ahead to 2020:  Occupational Projections and Training Needs, presented to Alaska College Access and Success Team. January 2014.  
New America, The Student Debt Review: Analyzing the State of Undergraduate Student Borrowing, February 2014. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education, Federal Student Loan Debt Burden of Noncompleters, April 2013. National Student Clearinghouse, Completing College: A State-Level View of Student Attainment Rates, February 2013
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t
http://acpe.alaska.gov/Portals/0/CAST/DOL%20Presentation%20ACPE%20College%20Access%20and%20Success%20Team.pdf
http://education.newamerica.net/sites/newamerica.net/files/policydocs/TheStudentDebtReview_2_18_14.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013155.pdf
http://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/NSC_Signature_Report_6_StateSupp.pdf


Academic
Preparation

of UA �rst-time freshmen 
require remedial courses

4 in 5

students who complete a rigorous
APS-qualifying curriculum

do not require remedial courses

students in other states 
using new experimental 
remedial math pathways

earn college credit 
within a year 

•  Direct high school  
students to APS-qualifying 
courses as the �rst-choice 
curriculum

•  Implement accelerated 
remediation methods

Cumulative gains:

Each additional 
3-credit class per year 
raises a student’s 
probability of 
graduation by 8%

Prepared by the college access and success planning team of 
the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education and 
the University of Alaska. (907) 465-6740
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• Provide �nancial aid 
incentives

•  Encourage  
year-round attendance 
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What’s Working: Let’s Do More:
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Improve academic preparation:

Increase full-time enrollment:

Alaska’s Postsecondary Completion Crisis: 49th in the Nation 

DRA
FT

92%
50%

84%

Do Not Graduate

Do Not Graduate Have a Degree

74%

28% 11%
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Sources: University of Alaska, Developmental Participation and Completion, presented to UA-ACPE College Access & Success Strategic Planning. June 2014. Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, Alaska Performance Scholarship: Outcomes Report, January 2014
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, Developmental Math,   http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/developmental-math. Sept. 2014  National Student Clearinghouse, Completing College: A State-Level View of Student Attainment Rates, February 2013
University of Alaska, Institutional Research & Analysis, Credit Load Impact for Degree Seeking Freshmen, January 2012

http://acpe.alaska.gov/Portals/0/APS/Pubs/APS_Outcomes_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/developmental-math
http://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/NSC_Signature_Report_6_StateSupp.pdf

