ANSWERS

Seeing the Big Picture

What is ANSWERS?

ANSWERS connects student enrollment and outcome information .

to create a story about how Alaska students move through Why dO we need lt?
the education system and into the workforce.

e More secure method for transporting and

ANSWERS acts as a conduit between state agencies and organizations .
storing data

to provide a secure, streamlined method for analyzing education and
workforce outcomes. e Lower cost to access and analyze information

e Combines multiple processes into a
highly-secure, efficient, automated process

ANSWERS links existing data from the following organizations:
e Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE)
e  Greater access to information and better

e Department of Education and Early Development (EED) capacity to respond to requests from parents

o Department of Labor and Workforce Development (DOLWD) policymakers, educators, researchers,
e University of Alaska (UA) and the public
() h ‘P (] .p

How is the data used: Is it secures
Data is used to evaluate how well Alaska is preparing students for Yes. ANSWERS data is de-identified and resides in
higher education and the workforce. The goal is to provide parents, the state’s secure data center, meaning no
policymakers, funders and the public with information about which identifiable student information ever leaves the
programs work best, and to use data to improve education and state’s secure environment. Only authorized users
workforce outcomes and reduce costs. are allowed to access data for approved purposes.

Data is encrypted
and stored on a

Each record is
assigned an unique

secure server key for linking

Partner organizations
upload data to
ANSWERS Data is linked,
de-identified, and

H OW does it WO rk? moved to a separate

secure server

Current period data
is regularly added
to the system Aggregate data is
analyzed, visualized,
and published in reports

De-identified data

is aggregated and

moved to a secure
reporting server

Visit acpe.alaska.gov/answers for more information and to sign up for updates. ANSWERS
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I want to know more about Alaska
education and workforce outcomes. What now?

Existing Environment
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Visit acpe.alaska.gov/answers for more information and to sign up for updates.

Parents, policymakers, educators, researchers, and the
public seeking information determines the correct
organization to contact. In many cases, the requesting
agency must work with other state agencies to obtain a
complete set of data before responding to the query.

The requesting organization negotiates a project-specific
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with one or more
partner organizations to share data. Each MOA must be
approved and organizations must determine the level of
data they are able to share with other organizations.

If an information request can be fulfilled, partner
organizations extract data and send the data to the
requesting agency. This process can take several weeks
to complete.

The requesting organization begins the process of
matching data with their own database. Partner organiza-
tions use Personally Identifiable Information (PIl) to match
data against their own records. In many cases,
organizations contain different data fields, and linking data
is expensive and time-consuming.

The requesting organization performs an analysis of the
data and produces a report for public use. The resulting
report contains a snapshot of data available.

At the conclusion of the project, the requesting

organization destroys all data, according to the terms of the

MOA. If a user has follow up questions or wants to conduct
a similar analysis at a later date, the process must start over.

ANSWERS

Parents, policymakers, educators, researchers,
and the public seeking information contact ANSWERS.

ANSWERS houses up-to-date, de-identified, secure data.
This means when a request is made, ANSWERS

already has the framework necessary to fulfill the
information request. Those working with the data will
never see the personally identifying information linking
data to a particular individual.

De-identified data is compiled into a report based on
the information request. The report is reviewed by
privacy experts prior to publication. Users who have
follow up questions can contact ANSWERS for updated
reports or additional information.

ANSWERS is a collaboration of the
following organizations:
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